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CHAPTER Four 


4:1 


[A] The festival day of the New Year which coincided with the Sabbath 


[B] in the Temple they would sound the shofar. 


[C] But not in the provinces. 
[D] When the Temple was destroyed, Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai 


ordained that they should sound the shofar in every locale in 
which there was a court. 


[E] Said R. Eleazar, ‘Rabban Yohanan b. Zakkai ordained only for the 


case of Yabneh alone.” 


[F] They said to him, “All the same are Yabneh and every locale in which 


[1:1 A] 
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there is a court.” 


R. Abba bar Pappa said, R. Yohanan and R. Simeon ben Laqish were 
once in session, raising a problem. They said, “We are taught in the 
Mishnah: The festival day of the New Year which coincided with 
the Sabbath — in the Temple they would sound the shofar, but 
not in the provinces. 


“But if sounding the shofar is according to the law of the Torah, it 
should supersede [the observance of] the Sabbath in the provinces also, 
if it is not according to the Torah, it should not supersede [the 
observance of] the Sabbath even in the Temple.” 


Kahana passed by. They said, “Here is a major authority. Let us ask 
him.” 


They went and asked him. He said to them, “One scriptural verse says, 
‘it is a day of sounding the shofar’ (Num. 9:11), and one scriptural 

verse says, ‘a memorial of the sounding of the shofar (Lev. 23:2). How 
can this be? When the New Year happens to fall on a weekday, it is ‘a 
day of sounding the shofar;’ when it happens to fall on the Sabbath, ‘a 


